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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN,  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  BURY  ST.  EDMUND’S. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  following,  as  my 
Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of  Bury  St.  Edmund  s 
during  the  year  1895. 


Marriages. 

The  number  of  Marriages  in  Bury  St.  Edmund’s  during  1895  was  108, 
91  being  the  number  for  the  previous  year.  The  108  Marriages  corre- 
sj)ond  to  a rate  of  12,7  persons  married  to  1,000  living  ; the  average  rate 
of  England  and  Wales  being  14  per  1,000,  or  thereabouts.  Of  the  108 
Marriages,  73  took  place  in  Churches,  viz.,  32  in  St.  Mary’s  Church,  16 
in  St.  James’,  and  25  in  St.  John’s,  12  in  Chapels,  and  23  before  the 
Registrar. 

Births. 

The  Births  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  were  426,  against 
421  in  1894.  ""There  were  165  Births  in  St.  Mary’s  Parish  (including  3 
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in  the  Thingoe  Union  Workhouse  all  of  which  were  illegitimate  and  the 
mothers  belonged  to  the  Borough).  Of  the  165  Births,  81  were  Males 
and  84  Females,  and  of  the  whole  number  19  were  illegitimate.  In  St. 
James’  Parish  261  Births  were  registered,  138  being  Males  (curiously, 
exactly  the  same  number  as  last  year)  and  123  Females  ; 10  are  returned 
as  illegitimate,  making  a total  of  29  illegitimate  children  born  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year,  against  30  in  the  year  1894.  This  year,  so 
far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  whole  number  of  Births,  viz., 
426,  belong  to  the  Borough,  which  corresponds  to  an  annual  Birth-rate 
of  25.23  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  viz.,  16,881,  the  rate  for 
the  year  1894  being  24.27  per  1,000. 

Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year 
1895,  from  all  causes,  amounted  to  376,  which,  taking  the  population  as 
estimated  above,  corresponds  to  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  22.27 
1,000  living.  Allowing,  however,  for  the  deaths  of  25  strangers  to  the 
town,  occurring  in  Public  Institutions,  the  number  really  belonging  to  the 
Borough  becomes  351  and  the  death  rate  for  the  year  20.79  accordingly, 
which,  I am  sorry  to  say,  is  as  most  exceptionally  high  as  it  was  low  last 
year,  viz.,  14.4  per  1,000,  and  about  which  I shall  make  a few  remarks 
later  on. 

Of  the  376  Deaths,  202  occurred  in  St.  Mary’s  Parish  (including  33  in 
the  Thingoe  Union  Workhouse,  21  in  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  and. 
one  in  the  Isolation  Hospital),  106  of  which  were  Males  and  96  Females. 
In  St.  James’  Parish  there  were  174  Deaths,  83  being  Males  and 
91  Females.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  there  has  been  one  Death 
only  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year,  which  must  be  considered 
most  satisfactory.  The  following  are  the  ages  at  which  the  Deaths 
occurred  throughout  the  Borough  during  the  year,  arranged  according  to 
Districts : — 


St.  Mary’s 
Parish. 

Suffolk 

General 

Hospital. 

Thingoe  1 

Union 

W orkhouse. 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

St.  James’ 
Parish. 

Total  j 

Deaths  under  1 year 

39 

0 

3 

0 

42 

84 

0 verl  & under  5 yrs. 

22 

0 

3 

1 

27 

53 

,,  5 ,,  Ih  J, 

2 

1 

1 

0 

5 

9 

„ 15  „ 25 

4 

2 

0 

0 

5 

11 

„ 25  „ 65  „ 

32 

13 

4 

0 

41 

90 

,,65  yrs.  & upwards 

48 

5 

22 

0 

54 

129 

Total 

147 

21 

33 

1 

174 

376 
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The  number  of  Deaths  during  the  year  from  the  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases,  that  is,  those  that  come  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act,  amounts  to  six,  four  being  the  number  for  last  year ; 
of  these,  four  were  due  to  Diphtheria,  one  Typhoid  Fever,  and  one 
Erysipelas.  Of  the  four  fatal  cases  of  Diphtheria  3 occurred  in  St. 
Mary’s  Parish,  including  the  one  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  and 
one  in  St.  James’  Parish.  The  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in 
St.  Mary’s  Parish,  and  that  of  Erysipelas  in  St.  James’.  The  six 
Deaths  due  to  the  above  causes  are  equivalent  to  a Zymotic  Death- 
rate  of  .35  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  being  slightly  in 
excess  of  that  of  last  year,  viz.,  .23  per  1,000,  but  lower  than  that  of  1893, 
viz.,  .71  per  1,000,  or  1892,  .87  per  1,000. 

The  following  table  of  Mortality  is  derived  from  that  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board ; copies  of  which  are  forwarded  with  this 
report  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council.  It 
may  be  considered  with  the  previous  table  of  Deaths  according  to  age. 


DISEASES 

St.  Mary’s 
Parish. 

1 Suffolk 
General 
Hospital. 

Thingoe 

Union. 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

• 

St.  James’ 
Parish. 

under 

over 

lunder 

over 

iunder  over 

under 

over 

under 

over 

Small  Pox 

5 yrs. 

5 yrs. 

5 yrs. 

5 yrs. 

5 yrs.  5 yrs. 

5 yrs. 

5 yrs. 

5 yrs. 

5 yrs. 

0 

I 0 

0 

0 

d 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlatina 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

0 

0 

' 0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typhus  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

Typhoid 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Continued 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

Relapsing  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cholera  ...  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

u 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Measles  «..  

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

i 

0 

0 

9 

0 

Whooping-cough 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

{) 

5 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

15 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ague  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Phthisis 

2 

5 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

14 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia,  >... 

8 

16 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

13 

14 

and  Pleurisy J 

Heart  Disease 

0 

12 

0 

4 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

17 

Injuries  ... 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

All  other  causes 

32 

50 

0 

13 

2 

17 

0 

0 

35 

52 

Totals.  ... 

61 

86 

0 

21  1 

6 

to 

1 

1 . 

0 

69 

105 

Total  Deaths  for  the  year,  .376. 

The  69  Deai,hs  of  Children  under  5 years  of  age,  classified  under  the 
heading  of  “ All  other  diseases,”  may  be  roughly  accounted  for  by  the 
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following  diseases  : — Convulsions,  Premature  Birth,  Debility  from  Birth, 
and  the  wasting  diseases  of  Infants. 

Of  the  132  Deaths  of  Persons  above  5 years,  from  ‘‘All  other  diseases,” 
by  far  the  greater  number  were  those  of  aged  people,  and  none  have  any 
bearing  whatever  on  the  public  health  of  the  Borough. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  84  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  ; 50  being  the  number 
in  1894.  In  St.  Mary’s  Parish  there  were  39  : in  the  Thingoe  Union 
Workhouse  3,  and  in  St.  James’  Parish  42  : which  gives  a percentage  of 
22.34  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  Deaths.  The  rate  of  Infant 
Mortality,  however,  is  usually  measured  by  its  proportion  to  the  number 
of  Births  in  the  same  year,  namely,  426,  and  it  will  then  be  found  to  be 
19.01  per  cent,  the  rate  for  last  year  being  11.87  cent.  This,  I am 
sorry  to  say,  for  our  Borough,  is  decidedly  a high  rate  of  Infant  Mortality, 
being  nearly  one  fifth  of  the  total  number  of  children  born  during  the 
year  ; but  if  we  refer  to  the  table  above,  giving  the  number  of  deaths 
attributable  to  the  different  diseases,  we  find  no  less  than  22  Deaths  of 
Infants  from  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery,  whereas  last  year  there  was  not 
a single  death  from  this  cause.  The  reason  I attribute  this  to  is  the 
exceptionally  hot  weather  we  experienced  in  September,  the  majority  of 
cases  occuring  at  that  time. 

Aged  Persons. 

The  deaths  of  persons  above  the  age  of  65  years  reached  the  number 
of  129,  or  34.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  of  the  year,  so  that  the 
deaths  of  infants  and  aged  persons  together  account  for  more  than  half 
of  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  year.  There  were  6 deaths  of 
persons  of  90  years  and  upwards  ; the  greatest  age  recorded  being  95 
years — the  same  as  last  year;  47  of  80  years  and  under  90,  and  52 
between  70  and  80  years,  of  which  21  were  nearer  80  than  70  years,  so 
that  no  less  than  74  of  the  129  persons  who  died  over  65  years  of  age 
were  considerably  over  70  years  of  age. 

Taking  the  ages  of  the  105  who  reached  70  years  and  upwards,  I find 
that  they  average  exactly  80  years  each. 

Inquests. 

During  the  year  seven  Inquests  have  been  held  in  the  Borough,  the 
causes  of  death  being  attributed  in  each  case  as  follows  : — i due  to 
Natural  Causes  ; 2 Suicide  during  Temporary  Insanity,  and  4 Accidental. 
There  were  20  deaths  registered  as  uncertified,  against  8 last  year,  about 
which  no  Inquests  were  held,  9 being  Infants,  four  of  which  were 
attributed  to  Convulsions,  5 Debility  from  Birth,  and  one  Premature 
Birth  ; of  the  other  ii,  four  are  registered  as  old  age,  6 Syncope  or  Heart 
Disease  in  some  form,  and  one  Apoplexy. 
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ZYMOTIC  SICKNESS  IN  THE  BOROUGH  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

During  the  year  1895  there  have  been  98  cases  certified  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  in  being  the  number  for  the 
previous  year,  showing  a diminution  of  13.  Of  these,  27  were  Scarlet 
Fever,  29  Diphtheria,  i Membranous  Croup,  5 Typhoid  Fever, 
I Puerperal  Fever,  and  35  Erysipelas. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  a considerable  outbreak  of 
Measles,  commencing  in  February  and  continuing  till  nearly  the  end  of 
April,  so  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  St.  Peter’s  Infants  School, 
situated  in  St,  Mary’s  Parish,  on  February  19th,  for  a period  of  three 
weeks,  after  which  it  was  opened  for  a fortnight,  but  as  there  were  still  so 
many  children  away  on  account  either  of  having  Measles  or  the  disease 
being  in  their  homes,  I thought  it  expedient  to  close  the  School  again 
for  a further  period ; and  on  April  8th  I ordered  the  Sparhawk  Street 
Schools  also  to  be  closed.  St.  John’s  Infants  School,  situated  in 
St.  James’  Parish,  was  also  closed  for  a similar  reason,  on  March  20th, 
the  outbreak  in  this  district  assuming  rather  a malignant  form,  there 
being  9 fatal  cases.  I believe  the  St.  John’s  Schools  had  previously  been 
closed  on  account  of  a large  amount  of  Whooping  Cough  amongst  the 
children,  but  this  was  not  brought  to  my  knowledge  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  I only  accidentally  heard  of  it  some  time  afterwards. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 27  cases.  Of  the  27  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  18 
occurred  in  St.  Mary’s  Parish,  and  9 in  S.  James’.  The  whole  of  the 
cases  were  very  evenly  distributed  over  the  year,  there  being  5 cases  in 
the  first  quarter,  6 in  the  second,  9 in  the  third,  and  7 in  the  last,  so  that 
at  no  time  was  there  anything  approaching  an  epidemic ; 16  out  of  the 

27  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  all  were  of  a 
comparatively  mild  type,  there  being  not  a single  death  attributed  to  this 
disease  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria. — 29  cases.  During  the  year  29  cases  of  Diphtheria  have 
been  notified,  against  14  last  year;  of  these  [5  occurred  in  St.  Mary’s 
Parish,  and  14  in  St.  James’.  Five  of  the  cases  all  arose  in  one  family, 
the  cause  being  distinctly  traced  to  a defective  drain  in  the  house  which 
was  rectified  at  once,  With  regard  to  the  others,  no  distinct  trace  of 
their  origin  could  be  ascertained.  Of  the  whole  29  cases  some  were  very 
mild  indeed,  while  others  were  of  a more  malignant  type,  four  cases 
proving  fatal  ; but  of  these,  the  one  that  occurred  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  immediate  cause  of  death  was  fright 
caused  by  a terrific  thunderstorm  that  raged  at  the  time,  for  the  child, 
only  three  years  old,  was  almost  convalescent  and  on  making  a post 
mortem  examination  no  trace  of  the  recent  Diphtheria  could  be  found. 
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Two  of  the  cases  in  St.  Mary’s  Parish  occurred  in  the  Suffolk  General 
Hospital,  or,  rather,  only  one,  for  the  other  was  a case  that  occurred  in 
the  country  and  was  brought  into  the  Borough  and  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  as  a Diphtheria  case. 

Typhoid  Fever. — 5 cases.  As  I have  mentioned  above,  there  were 
5 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  notified  during  the  year;  2 in  St.  Mary’s 
Parish,  and  3 in  S.  James’.  Two  of  the  cases  were  undoubtedly 
imported,  while  the  causes  of  the  other  three  could  not  be  traced.  One 
case  ended  fatally. 

Puerperal  Fever. — i case.  During  the  year  only  one  case  of  this 
disease  has  been  notified,  which  happily  ended  in  recovery. 

Erysipelas. — 35  cases.  During  the  year  35  cases  of  Erysipelas  have 
been  notified,  21  (including  6 in  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital)  occurring 
in  St.  Mary’sJParish,  and  14  in  St.  James’.  The  whole  were  idiopathic  in 
nature,  and  there  was  one  death. 

THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year,  34  cases  have  been  admitted  into  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  16  of  which  were  Scarlet  Fever,  15  Diphtheria,  i Measles,  and 
2 Chicken  Pox.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  Local  Government  Board  return 
which  accompanies  this  Report,  that  there  is  a case  of  Erysipelas  under 
the  heading  as  having  been  removed  to  the  Hospital  This  case 
occurred  in  the  Institution,  and  so  was  kept  there.  With  regard  to 
the  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  these  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  as  a 
matter  of  precaution,  as  the  Medical  Man  in  attendance  at  first  was 
doubtiul  whether  they  were  cases  of  Small  Pox,  but  happily  such  was  not 
so.  There  was  also  one  case  ot  Measles  admitted. 

So  the  Isolation  Hospital  has  again  this  year  proved  a most  useful 
Institution  in  receiving  cases  when  first  arising  and  so  carrying  out  its 
primary  mission,  viz  , the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases. 

During  the  year,  a new  Nurse  and  Porter  (husband  and  wife)  have 
been  appointed,  and  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  here  that  they  have 
up  to  the  present  carried  out  their  duties  in  a most  satisfactory  manner, 
and  that  I have  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  they  will  continue  to  do  so 
in  the  future. 

I now  find  that  much  of  the  furniture  and  general  utensils  used  in  the 
Hospital  previous  to  the  appointment  of  the  present  Nurse  and  Porter 
belonged  to  their  predecessor  and,  consequently,  many  articles  are  still 
required,  which  will  be  applied  for  during  the  coming  year.  I do, 
therefore,  sincerely  hope  that  the  Council  will  support  the  Sanitary 
Committee  in  whatever  they  may  recommend  to  be  expended  for  the  use 
of  the  Hospital  and  the  comfort  of  the  patients. 
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The  following  list  drawn  up  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  shows  the 
ages,  diseases,  dates  of  admission,  and  discharge  of  the  several 
Patients  treated  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Return  uf  Fatientu  admitted  to  Sanitarij  Ho^pitat  diirhuj  1895. 


ST.  MARY’S  PARISH. 


Date  of 
Admission. 
1895. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Disease. 

Class  of 
Patient. 

Result. 

Date  of 
Discharge. 

Jan. 

8 

M. 

9 

Scarlet  h’ever 

Private 

Cured 

February  15 

24 

M. 

4 

Scarlet.  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

February  15 

April 

9 

F. 

17 

Measles 

Private 

Cured 

A pril  24 

June 

24 

M. 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

July  27 

25 

F. 

5 

Scarlet  I'ever 

Private 

Cuied 

July  17 

1 • 

25 

M. 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

August  3 

Aug. 

2 

M. 

3 

Diphtheria 

Urb.  San. 

1 )ied 

August  11 

Sept. 

7 

M. 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

Urb.  San. 

Cured 

October  31 

>1 

25 

1^’. 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cureil 

October  16 

28 

M. 

10 

Scarlet  l^'ever 

Private 

Cured 

November  8 

Oct. 

1 

M. 

11 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

November  9 

Nov. 

2 

M. 

6 

Scarlet  h'ever 

Urb  San. 

Cured 

December  7 

1 9 

7 

M. 

21 

Diphtheria 

Private 

Cured 

November  29 

Dec. 

23 

F, 

17 

Diphtheria 

Private 

Cured 

December  21 

'I’otal  number  of  cases  in  St.  Mary’s  Parish — 14;  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever,  lU; 

Diphtheria,  3 ; Measles,  1. 

S '1' . JAMES’  PARISH. 


Feb. 

21 

M. 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

March  28 

99 

21 

M. 

6 

Scarlet  F’ever 

Private 

Cured 

March  28 

M. 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

Privai  e 

Cured 

Match  28 

M ar. 

8 

F. 

36 

Diphtheria 

Private 

Cured 

March  26 

July 

2 

M. 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

Urb.  San. 

Cured 

August  15 

14 

M. 

15 

Scarlet.  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

August  20 

24 

F. 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

Urb  San. 

( ured 

September  14 

Sept. 

22 

F. 

14 

Diphtheria 

Urb.  >an. 

Cure! 

October  12 

22 

M. 

1 1 

Diijhtheria 

Private 

Cured 

October  16 

22 

F. 

8 

Diphtheria 

Private 

( ui  ed 

Octobf-r  16 

2Z 

h'. 

6 

Diplitheria 

Private 

Cured 

October  J6 

9 

23 

F. 

13 

Diphtheria 

Private 

Cured 

Octnher  16 

25 

M 

11 

i dphtheria 

Private 

Cuied 

October  16 

9 

27 

1C 

12 

Diphtheria 

Urb.  San 

tJureo 

October  14 

Oct. 

14 

F. 

40 

Diphtheria 

Urb.  San. 

Cured 

October  31 

22 

F. 

18 

Diphtheria 

Urb.  San. 

Cured 

November  7 

31 

F. 

22 

Diphtheria 

Urb  San. 

Cured 

November  16 

Dec. 

3 

M. 

9 

Diplitheria 

Private 

Cui  ed 

December  21 

10 

F. 

36 

(Jhicken  Pox 

Urb.  San 

9> 

IL 

F. 

24 

Chicken  Pox 

Urb.  San. 

Cured 

December  18 

'I'otal  number  of  cases  in  St.  James’  Parish— 20  ; viz.,  Diphtheria,  12  ; 

Scarlet  Fever,  6 ; Chicken  Pox,  2. 
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THE  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  TOWN. 

With  regard  to  the  general  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  town,  I think 
we  may  fairly  congratulate  ourselves,  for  although  we  have  a very  high 
death-rate,  which  can  very  reasonably  be  accounted  for,  there  has  been 
no  real  outbreak  of  any  special  Disease  which  could  be  prevented  by 
any  steps  the  Sanitary  Authority  could  undertake.  With  regard  to  the 
epidenjic  of  Measles  that  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, so  long 
as  this  Disease  does  not  come  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification 
Act,  it  is  impossible  to  detect  the  early  cases,  and  a serious  outbreak, 
such  as  we  have  experienced  this  year,  is  sure  to  follow.  I should  like 
here  to  impress  on  the  Managers  of  Schools  the  necessity  that  when  a 
case  occurs  in  a family,  all  children,  whether  they  are  affected  or  not, 
must  not  atiefid  School  Why  I make  this  remark  is,  that  I found  in 
more  instances  than  one,  the  Governess  of  a School  insisting  on 
children,  in  a house  where  there  were  cases  of  Measles,  still  coming  to 
School,  very  probably  when  they  were  really  sickening  for  the  disease 
or,  still  worse,  w ith  the  first  symptoms  on,  when  it  is  most  infectious. 

With  regard  to  the  high  Death-rate,  viz.,  20.79  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population,  this,  in  my  opinion,  may  be  entirely  accounted 
for  by  the  extraordinarily  cold  weather  we  experienced  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  and  the  very  opposite  we  had  in  the  month  of  September. 
When  we  come  to  look  carefully  at  the  table  of  deaths  according  to 
ages,  we  find  there  were  84  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year,  a great, 
many  of  which  were  due  to  Bronchial  complaints  in  the  cold  weather 
and  Diarrhoea  in  the  hot ; then  coming  to  the  old  people,  as  I have 
mentioned  above,  there  were  129  deaths  of  persons  of  65  years  and 
upwards,  of  which  105  w^ere  70  years  and  upwards,  and  when  we  call  to 
mind  that  on  more  nights  than  one  the  thermometer  went  several 
degrees  below  zero,  doubtless  many  of  these  deaths  were  caused  by 
the  severity  of  the  weather ; in  fact  in  one  case  the  immediate  cause 
of  death  was  certified  as  such. 

I should  like  here  to  mention  the  efforts  made  by  our  able  Borough 
Surveyor  for  the  supply  of  water  during  the  severe  weather  ; for  though 
I know  that  in  many  streets  not  only  the  house  pipes  were  frozen,  but 
in  several  instances  the  street  mains  or,  rather,  1 should  say  the  supply 
pipes  from  the  mains,  I did  not  hear  of  a single  case  of  illness  arising 
therefrom. 

I would  once  more  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  seeing  that  all 
house  drains,  or  any  drains  whatever,  are  properly  trapped  and 
ventilated.  Much  has  been  done  in  this  direction,  but  more  still 
requires  to  be  done. 

The  Main  Sewage  Works  have  now  been  completed  for  more  than  a 
year,  but  there  are  many  properties  still  unconnected  with  it,  and  drain 
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into  dead  wells.  This,  as  long  as  it  exists,  must  be  a continual  source  of 
danger.  I would,  therefore,  strongly  recommend  all  those  owners  of 
property  whose  drains  are  not  connected  with  the  main  sewers,  to  have 
the  work  done  at  once. 

The  Bake  Houses,  40  in  number,  were  all  inspected  by  myself,  in  June, 
and  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  December  ; on  the  former  and  with  two 
exceptions  on  the  latter  (which  were  immediately  rectified)  they  were  all 
found  exceedingly  clean  and  well  kept. 

The  20  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  were  inspected  at  intervals  during 
the  year,  and  found  to  be  clean  and  kept  in  good  order. 

The  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  and 
Veterinary  Surgeon,  who  have  repoited  them  as  being  in  a most 
satisfactory  condition.  There  has  been  an  abundant  supply  of  good 
wholesome  meat  and  food  generally,  not  a single  case  of  unsound  meat 
or  fish  having  come  under  my  notice. 

During  the  year,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  Summary  adjoined,  several 
samples  of  Milk  and  other  articles  of  food  have  been  taken  for  analysis 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  In  almost  ever)  case  the  analysis  proved 
most  satisfactory,  while  there  was  no  sample  analysed  that  warranted  any 
legal  proceedings  being  taken. 

The  Three  Licensed  Lodging  Houses  were  inspected  at  intervals,  by 
Superintendent  Clarke,  and  reported  to  me  as  being  clean  and  well  kept, 
and  the  provisions  of  the  Lodging  House  Act  having  been  duly  complied 
with. 
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SUMMARY. 

The  following  Table  contains  an  abstract  of  particulars  taken  from  the 
Inspector’s  Books,  and  contains  a summary  in  brief  of  the  practical 
Sanitary  Work  of  the  year  : — 

ABSTRACT  OF  CASES 


Entered  in  the  Books  of  the  Inspector  for  the  year  1895. 


Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 

80  1 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  inspected 

2024 

RESULTS  OP  INSPECTION. 

Houses  and  premises  cleansed,  repaired,  and  whitewashed  ... 

43 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases 

38 

Number  of  articles  of  clothing  and  l)ed(liiig  disinfec'ed  at  the 
disinfecting  chamber 

800 

DEFECTIVE  DRAINS,  &C. 

House  drains,  cesspools,  &c. , repaired,  cleansed,  trapped,  or 

ventilated... 

85 

PlUVIES  AND  WATER  CLOSETS. 

Repaired,  cleansed,  &c. 

50 

New  privies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...' 

3 

Supplied  with  water... 

3 

MANURE  BINS,  ASHPITS,  &C. 

Removal  of  accumulations  of  manure,  animal  and  other  refuse  ... 

115 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  water  has  been  condemned  and  fresh 
supply  provided  ... 

9 

Wells  cleaned  out  ... 

3 

BAKE  HOUSES. 

There  aie  at  the  present  time  40  Bake  Houses  in  tlie  borough, 
which  have  been  inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year,  and  on 
the  whole  found  clean  and  well  kept 

40 

MILK  AND  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

No  report  as  to  unsound  Meat  has  reached  me  during  the  year, 
and  ! consider  1 he  Meat  supply  in  general  is  of  excellent  quality. 

Six  samples  of  Milk  were  taken  from  shops  and  carts  in  various 
parts  of  the  town,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  and 
pronounced  samples  of  genuine  milk  : no  change  having  taken 
j)lace  in  the  constitution  of  the  samples  that  would  interfere 
with  'he  analysis  Ten  otlier  samples  w'ere  tested  with  the 
Horsley  Stoddart  Tube,  and  came  well  up  to  the  standard 

6 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

During  the  year  Sixteen  samples  of  Butter  were  taken  from  the 
various  Grocers  in  the  Borough  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst.  lo  three  cases  slight  excess  of  moisture  (half  per  cent.), 
otherwise  genuine,  was  pronounced.  'J'he  other  thirteen  samples 
were  pronounced  samples  of  genuine  Butter  of  good  quality. 

16 

Two  samples  of  Goffee,  two  of  Tea,  and  two  of  Pepper  were  also 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  and  pronounced 
good,  with  the  exception  of  one  of  the  samples  of  'I’ea,  which 
was  pronounced  a genuine  j-ample  of  Tea,  although  it  contained 
a high  proportion  of  fine  or  dust  tea 

6 

FISH  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a good  supply  of  Fish. 

15 


ABSTRACT  OF  CASES  ( amtimied ) . 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Number  of  Lodging  Houses  registered  under  Clause  76  of  the 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 

8 

Over  crowding  reduced 

4 

I’emoval  of  Animals  improperly  kept  ... 

10 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  inspected  at  intervals 

20 

Various  cases  of  sickness,  &c.,  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 

Sanitary  Authority,  and  steps  taken  to  remove  them  to  the 

Isolation  Hospital 

82 

Cases  of  Small-pox  ... 

0 

Scarlet  Fever ... 

16 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

Dil3htheria 

15 

Cholera 

0 

Membranous  Croup ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ..  ...  

0 

'I’yphus  Fever 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

0 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

2 

Measles  ...  

1 

Legal  proceedings  ...  ...  ...  ...  

1 

ROBERT  KERR AGE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  jor  the  Borough  of  Bury  St.  Edmund's. 


I find  that  I have  omitted  in  the  above  Report  to  state  that  I was 
called  in  to  inspect  the  Sparhawk  Street  Schools,  on  February  20th,  when 
I found  that,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  all  the  latrines  were 
frozen  hard,  and  the  general  condition  in  consequence  in  such  an 
insanitary  state  that  [ gave  an  order  for  the  said  Schools  to  be  closed  until 
March  nth. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  HODGFS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A.,  A.K.C.,  London, 

Fellow  of  ihe  Ficorporaled  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
Bury  Si.  Edmund'' 

fanuary  30M,  1896. 
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